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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Greetings to all of you on the occasion of Sharodotsav. This is the beginning of the festive season and
let us forget all our differences and celebrate with our friends and families.

At the start of 2012 we took some sincere steps to give a structure to the functioning of Uttoron and
identified the following functional /focus areas.

Social: The social part of Saraswati Utsav, Boisakhi, Picnic and Durga Utsav including food service.
Cultural: The cultural events we host in our social events and stand alone cultural events.

Youth of Uttoron: We are putting lot of focus on our youth and taking small but meaningful steps to
have a fully functional youth group in the coming years. It is time we incorporate the choices of our youth
in our agenda.

Bangla School : We want to provide Bangla learning opportunity to our community kids at large and not
just restrict it to a few.

Organization: This is the enabler with functions like logistics, website, marketing, communications,
video library, vendor management etc.

This year we successfully worked with the above structure and we expect that this would be helpful to
future committees. Our new website also portrays the same structure. There is a need to have an ongoing
strategy and roadmap for Uttoron in order to be consistent from year to year. Resisting all temptations we
did not do anything non-standardized and which cannot be replicated. This is important as we as an
organization must have continuity and predictability.

There are two things which we planned but could not implement .The first one is the Y.O.U outdoor
camping event and the second one is the Signature Series concert. The signature series concert was
planned to give a dedicated time & platform to our local cultural icons.

I am very fortunate to work with a dedicated set of very talented people, who worked extremely hard
throughout the year to deliver Uttoron’s goals. Three cheers to this Executive Committee and [ am very
proud to be a part of this team. Our VP Parantap Lahiri is relocating to California. Parantap has been a
great community leader and an excellent human being. He will be missed.

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize the services of few people who have helped us
immensely this year.

SAUMITRA SINHA: Saumitra has been single handedly managing the Uttoron Book & Video library
for many years. A thankless job he does year after year for our members. THANK YOU SAUMITRA.

SUVRO DUTTA: Suvro is the man behind our publications. With his extremely creative mind he has
been supporting Uttoron for many years. THANK YOU SUVRO.
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SUVABROTO ROY: Suvabroto is the man behind Uttoron’s audio management. Year after year he has
provided his services to our community cultural shows . THANK YOU SUVOBRATA.

INDRANIL BANERJEE: Indra does the stage decoration for Durga pratima .He is doing this for the
past 5-6 years and starts his work with his team of volunteers at least a month before the celebrations.

THANK TOU INDRA.

PARTHA MUKHERJEE: Without Partha da we do not have a DurgaUtsav or Saraswati Utsav. From
the inception of Uttoron this extremely polite man is serving this community. THANK YOU PARTHA

DA.

At the end Uttoron as an organization is not above you or below you, it is just with you.

SIE FEA 8 AR SIE! FURA

Regards
Joydeep Das

President

On Behalf of the Executive Committee 2012

b\

EC UTTORON 2012

Parantap Lahiri (Vice President)

Always ready with a helping hand.

Pritam De (Secretary)

Organizational matters, picnic, food...rock solid support for all.

Prasenjit Hazra (Treasurer)

A no nonsense treasurer with responsibility for our cricket camp

Syamal Roychowdhury A true mentor and one of the key driving force behind Y.O.U.
Rajarshi Ray The man behind our new website and much more.

Dr Madhurina Roy Our Y.0.U coordinator and cultural support...invaluable
Malay Chakraborty Changed the definition of Food served by Uttoron...for good
Rumela Ganguly Puja affairs, picnic, Y.O.U mentor, cultural.. just invaluable
Abhisekh Mondal Will need a full page to write...in one word “AMAZING”.

Subroto Sarkar

Whenever you need a helping hand he is there, every time and silently.

Chiranjib Sarkar

Made look complex logistics so simple with his everlasting smile and clinical planning.

Sandeepan Sanyal

A simple person who quietly delivers incredible work on all Uttoron publications.

Mausumi Mallick

Puja affairs and Y.O.U mentor, a straight shooter ready to help anywhere

Indrajit Sur

Our revenue man and cultural support. Indra’s two cents makes dollars at the end.

Niranjan Adhikary

In a short time Niranjan showed how valuable he can be to our community.
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SPECIAL THANKS

Our Community Members

All volunteers at Uttoron Events

All participants at various cultural events hosted by Uttoron

All Ex presidents and Executive Committee members of Uttoron.
Parents and teachers of Ankur Bangla School

Y.0.U (Youth Of Uttoron) Day participants & supporters.

NABC 2012 BOOK FAIR TEAM

Sumit Roy (Chair) Subha Bhattacharyay Kakali Bhattacharyya
Suvro Dutta Sujoy Dutta Saumitra Sinha

NABC 2012 & UTTORON PARTNERSHIP

Chanchal Banerjee Piyali De (Biswas)
UTTORON NEW WEBSITE
Rajarshi Roy

UTTORON ANDROID APPLICATION

Mousumi & Dibyendu Mukherjee

UTTORON THEME SONG

Somak Chattopadhaya & Brishti Band

UTTORON PHOTO CONTEST JUDGES

Suvro Dutta (Chair) Anjan Das Chiranjib Sarkar Rajarshi Roy
NANDIKAR & SUBHOMITA HOSTS

Sumana & Debabrata Dey Rupa & Subrata Sarkar
Estela & Syamal Raychaudhuri Suparna & Jayanta Banerjee

Durga Puja Decoration Team

Indranil Banerjee Nicholas Das Ratula Chakraborty Upasona Sinha
Susmita Chattopadhyay Oindrila Paul Keka Mukherjee Sumana Dey
Saimoon Banerjee

VARIOUS

Amitava Lahiri Abhijit Chatterjee Kakali Bhattacharyya Dr. Kunal Gangopadhyay
ORGANIZATIONS

Microsoft Corporation Seattle Indian Music Academy (SIMA) & Arijit Mahalanabis

Bellevue School District Redmond School District

Bellevue College Oh India Restaurant

Fire Stations (For Ankur Classes)
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Uttoron Sharodotsav

OCT 26, 27 & 28 at Bellevue College

SANDHYA ARTI
DHUNUCHI NAACH

a kaftfw ak ;;oetry
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UTTORON - 2012 EVENTS & ACTIVITES

SARASWATI PUJA — Jan 28" 2012
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NANDIKAR THEATER GROUP & SUBHOMITA SHOW - July 21 2012

MEET & GREET DINNER & NANDIKAR WORKSHOP — July 20" 2012

UTTORON PRESENTS
NANDIKAR & SUBHOMITA

e
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Y.O. U ACTIVITES 2012

SUMMER CRICKET CAMP
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UTTORON YOUTH PHOTO CONTEST
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NABC 2012 LAS VEGAS & UTTORON

Uttoron for the first time participated in the NABC Organizing Committee .The Book Fair at NABC 2012 was managed by

All photos can be viewed at www.uttoron.org

us and we had community members working in other sub committees.

PRO
2012 LAS VEGAS

PARTICIPATION IN LITTLE MAGAZINE FAIR IN KOLKATA

SOUND WORKSHOP TO BUILD A SOUND MANAGEMENT TEAM (2 WORKSHOPS HELD)
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NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED

1 Gongle Finance: Stoch (@3 Outiook - das joydees

ron.on

ORGANIZATION ORG DOCUMENTS PAST COMMITTEES PUBLICATIONS DOMATE VOLUNTEER CONTACT US,

f
Events & Announcements FOLLOWUSON ¢

Sharodotsav 2012

Sharodotsav 2012
a90 1720 =@ i

DAYS HOURS. MINUTES  SECONDS

OCT 26, 27 & 28
Bellevue College

WEBSITE DEVELOPED BY RAJARSHI ROY. BIG THANKS RAJU.

NEW FACEBOOK PAGE & ANDROID APPLICATION LAUNCHED

SN & o e acebook.com Tiages Uttoron. Bengas Communty-ol- Greater- Seattie/778R825810515835 |

facebook

Sharadutsav 2012
OCT26,27 & 28

at
Bellevue College

BENGAL AID FUND

This is a new initiative where we started a fund with the intention of helping NGO projects in West Bengal India. We
started this with $500 and hope to build a fund where we can support specific developmental projects. We have just
taken the first step and this will evolve in the future years.

SUPPORT TO AMRITA SEATTLE

Uttoron humbly supported Amrita Seattle a local nonprofit by waiving the non profit participation fees in events like
Boisakhi & Durga Puja.
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OUR CULTURAL AMBASSADORS — A LAND MARK YEAR

The play HOITE SAABDHAN directed by Jayanta
Banerjee & Partha Pratim Dey for our community
performed at North America Bengali Conference
(NABC) 2012 ,Las Vegas . Congratulations Hoite

Bengali Gourmet and it’s founder Sutapa Roy got
invited to Atlanta Banga Sammelan 2012. Bengali
Gourmet cookbook was also launched during this event.

Qur Ioca_l B_engali drama club, Bris_hchik, staged "KshanTa Karo" Seattle’s only Bangla band Bhristi's first
in the Dipika Dasgupta Memorial Natyotsav 2012 in

) ; ] national tour to support Ovarcome Non-
Houston during the Memorial Day weekend. Congratulations to Profit Inc in Houston..Oct 6. 2012
Brishchik and Kshama Karo team. '

"Thikana" another play staged by Brishchik at Natya Mela
,CA during the weekend of Feb 4™,2012
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A stranger artisan of Bengali literature
Shekhar Kumar Sanyal

This is a story of a man born in Calcutta in an Urdu-speaking aristocrat Muslim family of Persian origin,
grown up in an atmosphere of Urdu and English, having no touch whatsoever of Bengali language or
dialect.

He is Abu Sayeed Ayyub. My humble venture behind this short article is by no
means an elaborate discussion on the life and works of Ayyub but a homage to
the scholar and at the same time to inspire the new generation of Bengali origin
living in North America to feel an urge for learning their own language so that at
least in leisure they may be impelled to have a look at the golden heritage of their
own literature in Bengali script. Why can’t they do what a non- Bengali did with
excellence?

Ayyub passed Entrance examination from St Anthony’s School and 1.Sc. from St
Xavier College of Calcutta. By this time he became conversant with Urdu and
Persian lyrics and led his passion in the pursuit of English and Urdu literature. After obtaining Honors
degree with distinction in Physics from Presidency College he became interested in Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. He studied Eddington’s Mathematical Theory of Relativity under Professor Prashanta Chandra
Mahalanabish. For some time he assisted Nobel-Laureate C V Raman in his research work ‘Raman
Effect’. He could not attend M.Sc. examination due to ill health which troubled him all through his life
since teens. He then opted for Philosophy and obtained M.A. degree with First Class. He was awarded
research fellowship to work on Error in Perception and Thought under Professor Sarvapalli
Radhakrishnan.

At that time it was far from anybody’s imagination that this man,
being impressed with the Urdu and English versions of Gitanjali of Nobel-
Laureate Rabindranath Tagore, would devote himself in the learning of a
language alien to him, in the ardent desire of studying the original work in
Bengali. This he did with his own effort. He also learnt Sanskrit in the same
way and studied The Gita and The Upanishad. Finally he achieved a very high
standard of proficiency in Bengali language and literature out of profound love
for Bengali culture and became one of the best contributors of the works of
principal poet of Bengali - Rabindranath Tagore. He is no other than an
accomplished gentleman Abu Sayeed Ayyub (1906-1982).

@ €

Ayyub taught Philosophy in Krishnagar College, Presidency College,
Calcutta University and Visva-Bharati (Santiniketan). A Rockefeller
Foundation Scholar, first Professor of Indian Studies in Melbourne University of Australia, a Fellow of
Simla Institute of Advanced Studies Ayyub ultimately cast the anchor as an essayist in Bengali. Over the
years his interest for science was shifted to philosophy and then to literature. This gradual transformation
in Ayyub profusely benefited Bengali literature. Thus a stranger from other language became one of the
finest writers of modern Bengali prose. His predilection for creative criticism of lyrical poetry and
exploring aesthetic value of verses gave him a permanent position in Bengali literary world. His first
Bengali essay ‘Vuddhivibhrat O Aparoksanubhuti’ published in Parichay in 1934 immediately drew
attention of Rabindranath and Pramatha Choudhury. Though he had some writings on modern poetry his
affinity with Tagore was matchless. His first book in Bengali ‘Adhunikata O Rabindranath’ (Modernism
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& Rabindranath) (1968) created sensation in the literary society of Calcutta. A series of lectures by
Ayyub at Jadavpur University on "Poetry and Truth’ in 1970 reflected his deep knowledge of Philosophy
and his skills of poetic analysis. Tagore’s world of serene beauty was portrayed on the canvass of
Ayyub’s mind. His book ‘Panthjaner Sakha’ (Friend of Wayfarer) (1973) is a full-fledged analysis of
Tagore’s poems. Abu Sayeed Ayyub was not a prolific writer. But his works were both original and of
exceptionally high quality. He will ever be remembered for the aforesaid books along with ‘ Pather Shes
Kothay’ (Where is the end of way) and "Byaktigata O Nairvyaktik’ (Personal & Impersonal) in Bengali
and ‘'One Hundred and one Poems by Rabindranath Tagore’ (1966), ‘Tagore’s Quest’ (1980) and
‘Varieties of Experience’ (1990) in English, leaving aside his other works. Ayyub was lauded for his
contribution to literature by Rabindra Puraskar, Sahitya Academy Puraskar, Visva-Bharati’s
Deshikottama award and Rabindra Tattvanidhi of Tagore Research Institute.

Abu Syeed Ayyub was ranked with the highest level of Bengali intellectuals as he was an
inseparable part of greater heritage of Bengali culture. He was a man of pleasing personality, decent test
and above all elegant mind. He was completely free from religious narrowness, intolerance and unethical
values. His wife Professor, writer and social activist Gouri Datta along with Moitraee Devi of Tagore
family rendered invaluable humanitarian service during the Liberation War of Bangladesh.

Ayyub loved listening classical music, Bhajan and specially Tagore’s songs. He remained
absorbed in the splendor of Tagore’s lyrics till the last moment of his life. Ayyub quietly passed away on
21 December 1982 when his bedside radio was sounding Rabindra Sangeet in its regular morning session.

There are instances of other people who were not born Bengalees but could not think themselves
other than Bengalees and did valuable contribution for the development of Bengali language. Names of
some great souls like David Hare, Derozio and Begum Rokeya may be remembered in this context.
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Civil Construction.
Interiors and Architectural designing.
Building and Promoting.

Style, Quality and customer satisfaction under one roof

Reg.Off - Dhalua(N), Gamkal Lane, Srinagar Main Road, PS- Sonarpur, PO-Panchpota
Kolkata- 700152 , Email- blrealtyindia@gmail.com
Contact- Madhusudon Pramanik - +91-9051771478, +91-9433128866

USA Contact - Pankaj Pramanik - 1-919-225-2260
Email- blrealtyindia.usa@gmail.com

Website : www.blrealtyindia.wix.com/blrealtyindia
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FIRST UTTORON YOUTH PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS
(All photos can be viewed at www.uttoron.org)

MeghnathDey_ Grade4

Sagnik Sinha Grade 3

AnishPal_Grade3

AnishChaudhuri Grade3

KeyaRoy_Grade6
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Contributions of Swami Vivekananda

Anik Das, 15 yr

Swami Vivekananda’s important contributions to the cultures and societies of India have
helped better India as a country and helped create a bond from India to the Western world. He is
often considered to the most important modern figure in Indian history.

Swamiji was a public servant in many ways. He never lived a luxurious life. His
dedication for social service and the betterment of the world is unparalleled.

His main contribution is his impact as a teacher of the
message of a better India, including the spiritual message of
Hinduism and the rational and universal gospel of the Vedanta.
Vivekananda’s goal was to help preserve the rich diversity and values
of the religion while spreading it across the globe. His steadfast belief
in equality for all was also instrumental in his teachings. He had made
a significant effect on women’s civil rights. He helped women in
many ways: going against the concept of marrying a girl off a young
age, fighting for women’s equal rights in education, and simply
empowering them with his speeches and literature.

These ideologies influenced some of the most important
figures in Indian history and his philosophy was prominent in the fight for independence, which
was around thirty to forty years after his death! He influenced freedom fighters like Subhas
Chandra Bose and Bagha Jatin.

Vivekananda also founded the Ramkrishna Mission, which is a philanthropy and social
service organization based on karma yoga. The Ramkrishna Mission has been doing many great
things such as educating people, helping people in disasters, and providing health care. This
organization has thousands of monks and workers to this very day.

His role as a messenger was also very important. He was an ambassador not only for the
Hindu religion, but also as a man who wished to share his message of service towards society
and religion. He spent countless hours translating important Hindu scripts into English, without
compromising their power. His most famous speech, at the Parliament of Religions in 1893
Chicago is still remembered to this very day. He brought traditional Hindu philosophies and
activities such as yoga overseas, which were received very positively.
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He impacted not only the Westerners’ understanding of Hindu Religion, but he also
impacted the world’s understanding of religion itself. He believed religion and science did not
contradict each other, but religion was the science of consciousness
itself. Religion was a universal means to outstrip reality and mortal
limitations. His notion of religion was one free of intolerance,
bigotry, and prejudice, but rather as a pursuit for spiritual freedom,
understanding, and satisfaction.

His view on ethics was also very important and influential.
He believed that fear usually motivated people to not commit sins,
whether it is fear of law or fear of God. Swamiji believed that
everyone’s divine inner soul (Atman) is naturally benevolent and
that doing good deeds is true nature of humans. He also believed ¥
that people should care for one another because the world is one global village’ and that
everyone’s soul is a part of the community known as Paramatman.

Swamiji’s influence has been evident throughout the years and his message and commitment
towards betterment of society by servitude and religion has made not just India, but the whole
world a better place.
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"Best Wishes from Rudro Lahiri, Neelkamal Lahiri and Parantap Lahiri"
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Crab Nebula
Surtaz Khan (11 yr)

The Crab Nebula is cataloged as M1, the first object on Charles
Messier’s famous list of things which are not comets. This nebula is now known
to be a supernova remnant, or in other words, an expanding cloud of gas and
debris from the disastrous death explosion of a massive dying star.

This 1000 year old “crab,” is about 12 light years across and is roughly
6,500 light years away from Earth. In 1054, a star about 10 times the mass of
our Sun reached the end of its life and exploded as a supernova. It was the first
such remnant found in our galaxy. The gas in the nebula represents the outer
layers of the star, blown across interstellar space at several million miles per
hour. In visible light, the Crab Nebula consists of an oval-shaped mass of
filaments that are the remnants of the progenitor star's atmosphere. Hubble’s Crab Nebula Image

At the center of the nebula lies the Crab Pulsar, a rotating neutron
star, which emits pulses of radiation from gamma rays to radio waves? This 28-
30 km pulsar is apparently pumping enormous amounts of energy and pulses of
radiation, from gamma rays to radio waves, into the nebula in the form of high-
energy particles and magnetic fields. It does all this while having a spin rate of
30.2 revolutions per second. Chandra's X-ray image provides significant clues
to the workings of this mighty cosmic "generator," which is producing energy
at the rate of 100,000 suns.

Chandra’s X-ray Image
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Shanipa Chabrabarti Shampa Chakrabart] shampa Chakmbart
Malay Chakrabart Malay Chakrabart Malay Chakisharli
Abbeek Chakrabart Alibssss Chakisdianti Abheck Chakrabart!
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Leatherback Sea Turtles
Aniket Das — 8 yr

Last Christmas, we went to Costa Rica. Among other unique things like Cloud Forests and Volcanoes, its
famous for spotting Leatherback turtles nesting. My dad and I
drove to Las Baulas National Park near Grand Beach (Playa
Grande) past midnight, where Sea Turtles (‘Tortuga’ as locals
call) lay their eggs. From the ranger station it was a long walk on
sand to the reserve in pitch darkness. I had to be carried by one of

the rangers because it was 7 kilometers. When we went to our
first “egg site”, the Leatherback was just going back to the sea
leaving the nest buried high up into the beach so the tide doesn’t
wash it away.

The eggs would stay warm inside the sand and hatch to produce baby turtles who will trek back to the
leatherback is the largest turtle and
reptile on earth besides three other
lives all over the world except the
Antarctic. We then were on our
“egg site”. It was also a long walk
and one of the rangers carried me
we visited the second site we were

water. The
the fourth largest
crocodilians. It
Arctic and
way to the second
another 15 kms
on his back. When
in time to see the _ _ _ i Leatherback lay its eggs one by one
slowly. A normal : — — 1 Leatherback lays about 80 eggs in
one attempt. The hole the Leatherback dug for the eggs was pretty deep. After that the Leatherback went
back to the ocean in the dark night leaving turtle tracks on the beach. It was a rare moment to see this in
the wild. Nature is full of amazing sights and this was one of them.
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Legendary Bengali Scientist Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose
Dr. Nil Ratan Saha

: 1 Acharya Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose (also known
i | as J.C. Bose) was a legendary Indian Bengali
' polymath: a physicist, biologist, botanist and
archaeologist. J.C. Bose occupies a unique
position in the history of modern Indian science.
He is also considered the father of Bengali Science
Fiction.

Early Life and Education:

Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose was born on
November 30, 1858 in Mymensingh (now
Bangladesh) to a well-to-do family. His father, Bhagaban Chandra Bose, served the British India
government in various executive magisterial positions. Bhagaban Chandra believed that a person
should learn about their own heritage and native language before learning English. As a
consequence, Bose’s father sent him to vernacular school during the British rules. As a
distinguished student, he began attending St. Xavier’s College in Calcutta and received a
bachelor's degree from the University of Calcutta in 1879. Within a year, he left India at the age
of 22 years and studied medicine at London University in England, but stopped his studies due to
his own ill health. He later moved to Cambridge to study Natural Science.

Professional Life:

J.C. Bose moved back to India and joined Presidency College as Assistant Professor of Physics;
the first Indian to hold the title even though the British administrators strongly opposed his
appointment. In fact, he was offered only one-third the salary of the school's white professors,
and in protest he took no salary at all for several years. Wealth and power never attracted him.
He toiled for science like a saint; selflessly, and became an exceptional scientist and great
example to all who knew him.

Most of his landmark physical and biological experiments were carried out at the Presidency
College laboratory, a modest 24 square feet office space, which he constructed into a laboratory.
J.C. Bose first proved that plants also have life; like the human beings. Plants also have feelings.
They rejoice and feel pains just like us. In addition, Bose invented several sensitive instruments.
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J.C. Bose founded the 'Bose Institute' in Calcutta, 1917 with donations collected from the people.
He remained Director until his death on November 23, 1937. In 1920, he became the first Indian
elected to membership in the prestigious Royal Society.

Satyendra Nath Bose and Meghnad Saha were two of his notable students who became
successful in their lives; both heavily contributed to the science in India and global.

Inventions:

Sir J.C. Bose did pioneering research, first in physics and then in physiology. He invented the
Crescograph, a device for measuring growth in plants. He was a pioneer in microwave optics
technology and showed that semiconductor rectifiers could detect radio waves for the first time.
He was also the inventor of wireless telegraphy, but before he could register his patent,
Guglielmo Marconi secured his patent on wireless telegraphy. In 1904 he was the first person
from the Indian subcontinent to receive a US patent.

R =

Crescograph invented by J. C. Bose Microwave Apparatus invented by J.C. Bose

Friendships with Rabindranath Tagore:

Bose was a close friend of Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) and received much emotional
support from him during difficult times. Tagore invited Bose to visit and he stayed with him for
some time. Upon Bose’s request during his stay Tagore wrote the story ‘The Cabuliwallah’, a
fantastic story narrates a deep and strange friendship grew up between a rough pathan and a
Bengali girl.

Author of books:
e Response in the Living and Non-living, 1902
o Comparative Electro-physiology: A Physico-physiological Study, 1907
o Researches on Irritability of Plants, 1913
o The physiology of photosynthesis, 1924
e The Nervous Mechanisms of Plants, 1926
o Plant Autographs and Their Revelations, 1927
e Growth and tropic movements of plants, 1928
e Motor mechanism of plants, 1928
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The Underground cities of Derinkuyu and Kaymakli in Cappadocia
Anish Chaudhuri (8 years)

The underground city caves at Cappadocia in the Central Anatolian region of Turkey is one of the unique
highlights of the area. There are many underground cities in the region of which the two main ones are Derinkuyu
and Kaymakli. Derinkuyu is the largest excavated, at 85 meters deep and has twenty discovered floors (of which
only the top eight floors can be visited). Kayamakli, on the other hand, is one of the widest underground caves and
has many tunnels which are still used by the local residents who access them through their courtyards. I visited the
Derinkuyu underground city and I would like to share with you what I saw there.

At the entrance to the underground Millstone door blocking one The tunnel from Derinkuyu to

city of Derinkuyu of the entrances to the caves Kaymakli

‘The underground settlements were made by hollowing out soft tufa rocks found in the region. These caves
were used by people during different periods: Hittite, Byzantine and Seljuk periods. They were also widely used by
the Christians to take shelter from the invading armies. When an enemy attacked, big round millstone doors shut the
passages at the entry points. The stone doors were very heavy. The guide told us that 13 people were needed to open
them and 8 people to close them. They had holes that allowed people to see the enemy from inside. I liked the
millstone doors the most because it was fascinating to think how they used to work. There are many narrow
passages and tunnels in these caves. There is also a tunnel which connects Derinkuyu to Kaymakli. I walked with
my dad a few yards inside this tunnel. These narrow passages and tunnels have now been lit by lights to help visitors
see in the dark. I thought these dim lights have added to the beauty of the underground caves.

The underground city of Derinkuyu could accommodate up to 20,000 people. The bottom floor in
Derinkuyu had a church. I saw that the floor had a cross sign. There was a school on the second floor. There were
two long rows where students sat and at the head was a place for the teacher. In Derinkuyu, there was a 55 meter
deep ventilation shaft which was also used as a well. There were many storage rooms, cellars and a winery. These
were used to keep grains and wine. There were also large spaces which were used as meeting areas and other rooms
for sleeping, eating and cooking. The top floor had stables to keep animals. I never knew that you could keep
animals underground! The guide also showed us holes in the walls that were used to tie the animals to the walls.

School in Derinkuyu on second floor Storage rooms for keeping grains and wine

I first got to know about these ancient underground cities in Turkey, last year from a TV documentary and
was very fascinated by it. I convinced my parents to take me there. I am so pleased that I was able to visit such an
underground settlement and learn how people lived in these caves long ago.
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International Mother’s Language Day

Tirthadeep Sanyal — 15 yr

The world recognizes 21st February as the international mother's language day. It is not only
commemorated in Bangladesh, where on this day in the year of 1952, a number of students and citizens
sacrificed their lives to the Pakistani rulers for sustaining their mother language, Bengali.

In 1948, the Pakistan leaders declared that Urdu shall be the only official language of West and
East Pakistan, despite the fact that the majority of the total
population of Pakistan who resided in the East part spoke in
Bengali. A number of university students and citizens alike
formed a campaign known as the "Language Movement" to
persuade the Pakistan government to recognize Bengali as one of
the official languages of Pakistan. Although it was a peaceful
protest, Pakistani policemen fired bullets at the mammoth rally
of the protesters on the streets of Dhaka, the capital city of
present Bangladesh. Killed Salam, Rafique, Barkat and a number
of students and general people and severely injured many
innocent citizens causing national controversy. In the aftermath of the movement, the Pakistan

government declared Bengali as the second national language of Pakistan. As Bengalis we are proud of
our ancestors who joined forces to assist in the survival of the Bengali language. For them we are now
able to speak, read, write, sing and even dream freely in Bengali. The Language Movement of 1952 was
the foundations of which the movement of the independence of Bangladesh occurred. This is why the
name of the country bears its own language Bangla (Bengali).

A monument has been erected near the Dhaka University campus for commemorating the
contribution of the students and citizens who are now declared as shaheeds (those who sacrificed their
lives for protecting their mother language). It is known as the Saheed Minar. Since then, February 21st
has been recognized as the Mother Language day in East Pakistan and afterwards, in Bangladesh. A huge
number of rallies pass through the Shahid Minar singing the great song: "Amar Vai-er Rokte Rangano
Ekushe February Ami ki bhulite Pari?" (Can I forget the 21st of February when my brothers sacrificed
their lives?) In the August of 2010, I went to Shahid Minar in Dhaka to pay my respects to the martyrs of
the mother language movement.

Bengalis commonly arrange book fares and cultural programs for the mass use of Bengali
language all along the month of February every year. In 2010, my grandfather (Professor Shekhar Kumar
Sanyal) had also published his first book, "Parjataker Diary" (The Diary of a Traveler) in the "Ekushe Boi
Mela" (book fare of February 21st).
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Now the 21* of Febuary is not only celebrated by Bengalis, but by people of many of the
countries of the world. United Nations and UNESCO (United Nations Educational and Scientific and
Cultural Organization) officially declared the 21 of February as International Mother’s Language Day on
November 17", 1999. At present about 188 countries have this day on their official calendar.

You will be happy to know that the idea of celebrating this day worldwide was initiated in the North

- America. A group of multi-cultural people of Vancouver, BC
established Lovers of International Mother’s Language Club with
initiation of two Bengali-Canadians: Mr. Rafiqul Islam and Mr.
Abdus United Nations through Bangladesh government. All countries
including Pakistan supported the proposal. The main objective of the
proposal was to save the mother languages of the world similarly as
how we are taking steps to save plants, animals and birds. February
21*is no longer considered a memorable day of Bangladesh, It is now
a day for all native and mother languages ever spoken in the world.

UNESCO Poster
The Government of Canada also celebrates the Mother language day. They have made a
monument in Surrey, BC in honor of International Mother’s Language Day. This day is currently
celebrated in schools of the Greater Vancouver area. Ontario has included this day on their calendar. In
May 2009, the Government of Ontario has passed a motion to celebrate this day provincially. To continue
this “snowball of success” need to persuade the same to the government of Washington and the Greater
Seattle Area.

Why many countries around the world are celebrating this day? Not many places are danger-free
from the extinction of languages. Many people are forgetting their mother tongue mainly because of the
dominance of other languages. Many of the languages that the First Nations have known have perished.
According to statistics, there were originally 6000 recorded languages but because a vast amount people
have forgotten their mother languages over the generations, about half of the total numbers of languages
are in danger. From that number, about 1040 are critically or severely endangered. 300 languages have
become extinct over the last 3 generations and the remaining 1660 are either dominant, simply not
endangered or in some level of danger of being extinct. Of the 121 American Native Languages in
Canada, only 6 are fully functional, 10 are completely lost and others are gradually declining.

Language is the tool of communication and education. It is also the basis of culture. If you do not
nurse all languages, you will lose them from the world. Accordingly, a huge number of old famous
songs, poems and literature written and spoken in different languages can never be read or translated.
Even many scientific researches in native languages will be lost. There are many talents from those who
are from different heritages but have equally contributed to the development of science, arts, and
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medicine in their own languages. If those languages are completely diminished, Historical teachings,
ideas and work could never be translated or passed down, and will be unknown to us forever. Thus
language diversification plays important roll in exploring our knowledge of science, literature and
cultures spread

If language diversification is practiced in all countries, the people of different heritages feel
honored to see their own mother languages are honored. They will be motivated to respect others coming
of different heritages and strengthen their own. The national atmosphere will be more friendly and
respectful to others' norms and customs. They will be motivated to follow rules and regulations of the

country.

Moreover, people tend to become more creative when they can share their experiences in their
mother languages. If their language is forgotten, part of their creativity would decline, losing connections
to their inner abilities. On the other hand if they would know their mother languages, they could
contribute in the development of their own nation by providing beneficial things from their own culture
and heritage to others. Protecting the languages with the threat of extinction is as important as to protect
rare animals and plants in the earth.

People can preserve their mother languages by simply practicing in family and associations of the
same ethnicity. Many of my friends, both younger and older, only speak in English with their parents and
siblings because they either did not learn or simply disregarded their mother tongue.

A language protection bill can be passed in Canadian parliament and Congress/ Senate of USA
so the people of declining languages have the motivation and will practice and share their own language
from generation to generation. We have to preserve the living languages now and forever. No languages
should be lost like the mighty dinosaurs of prehistoric Earth. We are now hopeful that United Nations has
taken actions worldwide against the massive decline of languages and that the people of the world do the
same.
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UTTORON THANKS THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS FOR
THEIR SUPPORT AND SPONSORSHIP

ASHTAMI PUJA

Debjani & Surojit Chaudhuri
Supriya & Abhishek Bagchi
Soma & Sujoy Paul

Mallika & Biswajit De

SANDHI PUJA

Smriti & Pradip Saha
Keka & Sandeep Mukherjee

SAPTAMI PUJA

Sumana & Debabrata Dey
Barnali & Shivaji Dutta

SHASTHI PUJA

Ratula & Kaushik Chakrabarti
Rumona & Amitava Lahiri

NAVAMI PUJA

Mausumi & Dibyendu Mukherjee

SINDOOR KHELA

Estela & Syamal Raychaudhuri
Saimoon & Indranil Banerjee

SWEETS

Suparna & Jayanta Banerjee (all Puja, Sat-Sun)

OTHER

Sharmilli & Subha Bhattacharyay

Upasana & Alok Sinha

Mampi & Niranjan Adhikary
Debala & Arun Das

Rumela & Kunal Gangopadhyay

Estela & Syamal Raychaudhuri
Angana & Rajarshi Ray

Sayan Saha
Susmita & Subrata Sarkar

Susmita and Somak Chattopadhyay

Madhurina & Sumit Roy

Nabonita & Chiranjib Sarkar
Puspita & Barun Majumdar

Esha & Ashok Bhattacharya (Ashtami)



